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STATEHOOD FOR DAKOTA. 


a e lM M 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


TERRITORIAL CONVENTION 


HELD AT THE 


CITY OF ABERDEEN, BROWN COUNTY, 
DAKOTA TERRITORY, 


DECEMBER ISTH, A. D. ‘1887. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the Congress of the United States : 


The people of Dakota Territory, assembled in a delegate con- 
vention, respectfully represent that they are desirous of the ad- 
mission of the Territory of Dakota as a State into the Federal, 
Union. We are possessed of the requisite population to entitle 
Dakota to representation in the House of Represntatives in case 
of admission. We therefore earnestly petition for the passage 
by Congress of an enabling act authorizing the election of dele- 
gates to a convention for the purpose of pr eparing a constitution, 
republican in form, to the. end -that the *eónstitutiorm so framed 
may he submitted to a voté óf*the péopié' of said Territory at 
the next general election for ratification, : and; if ratified, that 
Dakota Territory be admitted: into the Diin ás te’ State of 
Dakota.” 

Submitted herewith is the proceedings of the convention of 
the people of Dakota held at the City of Aberdeen, Dakota, 
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December 15, 1887; to all of which we earnestly invite your 
attention and pray for a favorable consideration. 
L. G. JOHNSON, 
of Brown County. 
M. L. McCORMACK, 
of Grand Forks. 
W. E. DODGE, 
, of Cass County. 
GRANVILLE G. BENNETT, 
of Lawrence County. 
P. B. McCARTY, 
of Pennington County. 
JOHN L. PENNINGTON, 
of Yankton County. 
ROBERT H. MoBRIDE, 
of Davison County. 
W. E. PURCELL, 
of Richland County. 
ANTHONY GARNETT, 
of Pembina County. 
C. H. WINSOR, 
of Minnehaha County. 
F. A. GALE, 
of Lincoln County. 
€. T. McCOY, 
of Brown County. 
J. A. LEE, 
of Day County. 
WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
of Burleigh County. 
‘J. A. FRYE, 
.., Of Stutsman County. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


Tuurspay, December 15, 1887. 


Pursuant to the call hereinafter set out, the delegates assem- 
bled at the Opera House in the City of Aberdeen, Brown county, 
Dakota Territory, on Thursday, December 15, 1887, at 12 
o'clock M., and was called to order by Mr. L. G. Johnson, of 
Brown county, Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

J. Q. A. Bradon, Secretary of said Committee, then read the 
following 


CALL. 


To the Voters of the Lerritory of Dakota : 


Believing that the time has arrived when the claims of Dakota 
to Statehood should be presented to Congress in a dignified, 
proper, and respectful manner, you are earnestly requested to 
assemble in County Convention, at an early day, and select dele- 
gates to a convention of the people of Dakota, irrespective of 
political parties or affiliations, to be held in the City of Aber- 
deen, on the 15th day of December, 1887, at noon of that day. 

All persons who favor the admission of Dakota as a whole, 
and without further unnecessary delay, are-invited to take part in 
this Convention. We believe that if Dakota’s claims are fairly 
presented to the Congress of the United States about to assemble, 
that an enabling act will be passed, authorizing the holding of a 
Constitutional Convention for the whole Territory, and that as 
soon as the labors of that Convention shall be ratified by the 
people of the Territory we will be admitted as a State. 

The several Counties are entitled to repr esentatives in the Con- 

. vention, as follows: 


Alred, 2. 
Aurora, 12. 
Barnes, 12. 
Beadle, 21. 
Benson, 4. 


Billings, 3. 


Bon Homme, 15. 


Bowman, 2. 
Bottineau, 3. 
Brookings, 17. 
Brown, 27. 
Brule, 15. 
Buffalo, 3. 
Buford, 8. 
Burdick, 2. 
Burleigh, 11. 
Butte, 4. 
Campbell, 6. 
Cass, 42. 
Cavalier, 11. 
-Charles Mix, 8. 
Clark, 10. 
Clay, 18. 
Codington, 11. 
Custer, 4. 
Davison, 12. 
Day, 12. 
DeSmet, 2. 
Deuel, 10. 
Dickey, 10. 
Douglass, 10. 
Dunn, 2. 
Eddy, 8. ` 
Edmunds, 6. 
Ewing, 2. 


The following is a copy of the call which was issued upon pe- ` 
titions signed by over fifteėn thousand electors of Dakota. In or- 
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Fall River, 3. ` 
Faulk, 6. 
Flannery, 2. 
Foster, 3. 

Grand Forks, 41. 
Grant, 13. 
Griggs, 6. 
Hamlin, 7. 
Hand, 14. 


, Hanson, T.. 


Harding, 2. 
Hettinger, 2. ' 
Hughes, 11. 
Hutehinson, 18. 
Hyde, 5. 
Jerauld, 7. 
Kidder, 5. 
Kingsbury, 15. 
Lake, 11. 


: LaMoure, 5. 


Lawrence, 21. 
Lincoln, 15. 
Logan, 3. 
McCook; 11. 
McHenry, 8. 
McIntosh, 3. 
McKenzie, 2. 
McLean, .3. 
McPherson, 5. 
Marshall, 6. 
Mercer, 2. 


Miner, 9. 


Minnehaha, 27. 


. Moody, 11. 


Morton, 12. 


Mountraillo, 2. 


Nelson, 6. 
Oliver, 2. 


 Pembins, 28. 


Pennington, 7. 
Potter, 7. 
Ramsey, 7. 
Ransom, 10. 
Ronville, 2. 
Richland, 19. 
Roberts, 6. 
Rolette, 5. 
Sanborn, 8. 
Sargent, 8. 
Sheriden, 2. 
Spink, 21. 
Stanley, 3. 
Stark, 4. 
Steele, 7. 
Stevens, 2. 
Stutsman, 12. 
Sully, 6. 
Towner, 3. 
Traill, 17. 
Turner, 17. 
Union, 17. 
Villard, 2. 
Wallace, 2. 
Walsh, 27. . 


- Walworth, 5. 


Ward, 2. 
Wells, 2. 
Williams, 2. 
Wynn, 2. 
Yankton, 19. 


/ 5 
der to make it possible to print this call in the newspaper s, only . 
_a few names from each county were selected. 

AURORA.—J. Ryan, Warren Dye, N. O. Roynane, G. M. 
Hollenbeck, J. H. Boon, C. H. Meyers. 

BARNES.—E. S. Lawrence, G. H. Allen, S. B. McLean, M. 
A. Churchill, W. M. Murphy, F. J. Ewell, J. A. Nurse. 

BEADLE.—E, P. Caldwell. 

BROOKINGS.—W. H. Riddle, R. S. House, J. A. Morris, 
G. Nelson, Hogan Hognason. ` ` 

BENSON.—J. Coates, J. Skeno, S. Heines, J. Hannah. 

BOTTINEAU.—V. R. Noble, J. W. Bennett, H. B. Stevens, 
A. J. Lancaster, William Bradley. 

BROWN.—Stepen Wade, E. H. Alley, John T. McChesney, 
J. H. L. Erwin, M. V. B. Scribner, N. I. Gilbert; H. W. Camp- 
bell, F. A. Tus R. A. Mather, D. E. Regan, E. J. Pettengill, 
E. Bonner, Fred. P. Smith. | 

BURLEIGH.—Joseph Haire, Robert MeNedder, Frank J. 
Call, William Thompson, John Whalen, H. P. Bogue. 

BRULE.—B. F. Ochruer,-J. A. Weeks, William H. Kittrich, 
Lóüis Riehards. ` 

BON HOMME.— Elias Shupe, J. H. Baskin, John C. Clark, 
Nick Dubbernell, H. P. Jasman, John Max, J. F. Beard, F. N. 
Clemens, John Berch. 

CAMPBELL. — William MeClaren, J. E. Horton, Charles 
Wilkens. 

CASS.—W. E. Dodge, H. Galloway, Martin Ryan, M. A. 
Green, E. D.. McIntire, Charles F. Amidon, W. H. Matteson, 
J. H. Munford, A. Plummer, S. P. Crawford, D. W. Cunning- 
ham, Chas. A. MeNamara. 

CAVALIER.—John Bidlake, A. Adams, P. Boui W. H. 
Hather, S. Hines. 

CLARE. —E. T. Hiller, W. H. Boles, W. H. Ryther, Carl 
Jackson, D. E. Sawtelle, on Landers. ` 

CLAY.—F. H. Burdick, D.H. Inman, Ole Iveson, H. B. 
Chaffee, C. T. Vincent, Chas. E. Delong, H. D. Kusick, Fred. 
W. Moody, C. C. Bridgeman. 

CODINGHAM mE: C. Mulholland, Mark W. Sheafe, Chas. 
, Goss, J. B. Gale, W. M. Pierce, D. T. Bramble, M. D. Flint, 
J ulian Bennett, I. G. Lester, G. P. Seward. 
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CUSTER.—H. C. Churchill, A. D. Richardson, P. F. MeMa- 
hon, Henry C. Hart. 

CHARLES MIX.—N. B. Reynolds, o F. Hall, Benj. Lanh- 
loes, E. R. Pennypacker, N.:L. Reynolds, John M. Cook. 

DAVISON.—John D. Lawlor, H. H. Rowley, T. F. Singiser , 
L. Moore, H. Kirwin, R. D. Wolch, H. G. Chandler, D. W. Col- 
lins, W. D. Dawson, John Smith, Louis Beckwith, S. P. Goody- 
"koontz, R. H. McBride. 

D.A Y.—John Cowan, W. A. Turner, John Baker, E. J. Brown, 
R. C. Hoydlauff. 

DEUEL.—H. H. Geurnsey, Wm. King, John Anderson, A. T. 
Adams, 8. H. Gorpfrat, John Cronin. | 

DICKEY.—H. J. Mallory, Frank J er aliek, Alex. D. Flem- 
ington, F. G. Horton, ESCH Lovell, M. S. James, D. V. Hol- 
brook. 

DOUGLAS.—W. O..Grant, J. A. Burns, C. H. Heckeman, 
W. C. Wheeler, J. M. Fiscus, E. S. Ensign, C. H. Hunter, Tim- 
othy Sullivan, Harry Henderson. 

EDMUNDS.—Fred. J. Bowman, C. P. Lindholm, S, V. Ar- 
noid, Zac. T. Sutloy, G. W. Alexander. 

EMMON S.—John Blake, E. T. Herrick, W. W. Goodwin, 
George Dougherty, H. D. Connor. 

FOSTER.—J. T. Faulkner, S. W. Smith, 4 J. D. Cockburn, 
W. D. Foster, F. A. Lamson. 

FAULK.—P. H. Wilson, Frank P. Smith, C. E. Warner, S. 
D. Griffiths, L. M. Sprowls. 

GRAND FORKS.—M. L. McCormack, P. J. McLaughlin, 
C. J. Alloway, Wm. O. Muleahey, George B. Clifford, G. J. 
Hamilton, A. W. Warner, Geo. T. Lashole, Thomas Leahy, C. 
P. Pratt, R. H. Sherman. 

GRANT.—F. W. Thorndike, J. J. Taylor, Wm. Shaw, Sid- 
ney Drake, H. J. Glesser, F. B. Kelley. 

GRIGGS.—R. O. Cooper, G. L. Vergo, EE Train, C. 
Valandig ‘iam. 

HAMLIN.—George W. Reddeck, H. P. Horsdwell, Jas. O. 
Winjum, K. G. Springer, F. E. Lalley, Thomas Ward. 

HAND.—W. H. Gell, Thomas Nickels, M. N. SE WR 
Fords, W. A. Keithly. 
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" HANSON.—P. F. Wickham, Mart Krier, N. E. Earl, L. Dunn, 

N. VanTassle, M. Sansom, R. L. Tromain, Robert Smith, R. 
Nickerson, George Dean, J. O. Bard, John McCauley. 

HETTINGER.—Frank H. Clark, D. E. Dodge. 

HUGHES.—James 8. Bussard, Charles E. Alsop, Edmund 
Rich, G. H. Adams, C. A. Smith, R. N. Locke, W. H. Hollen- 
beck, C. W. Richardson, 

HUTCHINSON.— Carl Fergen, Robert Baros, Herman 
Marching, Ambrose Zeiro, Mathias Tholm, Mathias Bowan. 

JERAULD.—Charles W. McDonald. 

KIDDER.—J. W. Walker, J. M. LaBold, J. S. Karmine, 
Arthur A. Brundage, George C. Clark, John D. Smith, W. À. 
Fridley, R. P. Allison. 

KINGSBURY .—James F. Watson, H. Hohanson. 

LAKE.—L, J. Anderson, Ernest Mueller, Lara C. Sunde, J. 
J. Fitzgerald, John Huntamey, J. A. Johnson, John Wadden, 
William McGrath, G. L. Gindor. . . 

LaMOURE.— Edwin Anderson, H. B. Wilkinson, John 
Walch, H. H. Cornwall, L. B. Rodman, John B. Kesler, F. H. 
Kidder. 

LAWRENCE.—John B. Wilson, J. R. Whitesides, John P. 
Bolden, J. H. Karney, R. J. MeLoughlin, B. P. Smith. 

LIN COLN —F. A. Gale, C. K. Brown, S. P. Thompson, N. 
C. Nash, John Lewis, T. W. Smelker, O. D. Hinkley, R. H. 
Hichborn, A. A. Fresiman, Austin Olsen, A. O. Glasted. . 

LOGAN.—M. Conkling, G. A. Bryant, Julius Hoof, John 
Spangley, Hames Weed, Walter Deonard. 

McCOOK.—W. J. Nolan, Peter Homer, C. S. Marsh, Pred: 
Schrim, L. O. Laroon, M. Ware. 

McHENRY.—John Ely, J. Gunderson, C. S. Cline, H. J. 
Jaquith, H. Worth. 

MoINTOSH.—J. H. Widhek, T. Je iano C. D. John-: 
son, George H. Fay, Johann Koll. 
McLEAN.—Daniel Sullivan, W. E. TONS, H. L. Smith, 

John Reefsnyder, Erick. Brobeck. 

MoPHERSON.—E. A. Flannery, W. W. Cornwall, J. H. 
Mason, S. P. Hardenbrook, Frank Gault. 

MARSHALL.—J. H. McCoy, C. M. Farber, P. P. Hibbard, 
C. H. Shepard, J. J. Alpin. 
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MINER.—James Tanzey, H. W. Heubner, L. Stanley, John 
Schram, Thomas Morris. 

MINNEHAHA.—C. H. Wynn, E. G. Wright, A. C. Phillips, 
W. W. Goddard, A. B. Sutton, R. Buchanan, J. L. Thompson, 
George E. Phelps, A. McGrath. 

MOODY.—H. M. Williamson, Alex. J. George, George Rice, 
A. J. Smith, A. H. Osborn, F. C. Dickson, C. L. Crary, J. P. 
Tonold. 

MORTO N.—F. Green, I. C. Bellows, George Peoples, Joseph 
Miller, H. S. Parker, D. Forrester, J. J. Locke. 

NELSON.—James Hannesey, C. F. Mapes, D. G. Green, 
John Anderson, J. H. Smith. 

PEMBINA.—G. A. Douglas, John Bechtel, Grant Haker, 
Alex. Carr, J. M. O’Connor, Henry Strong, J. R. Gibson, D 
W. Curtis, Thomas N. Henry, J: R. Winn. 

PENNINGTON.—W. H. Mitchell, J. S. Cantz, P. B. Me- 
Carthy, W. Granberg, W. J. Walker, J. M. Humphrey, John 
Haller, R. B. Hughes, G. W. Barrows. 

RAMSEY.—S. S. Smith, Reuben Noble, J. F. O’Brien, H. 
E. Baird, William R. Rumery. 

RANSOM.—L. W. Gammons, C. Hertig, C. E. Johnson, C. 
C. Baldwin, R. S. Adams, R. A. MeWilliams, J. J. Rodgers, C | 
P. Austin. | 
. RICHLAND.—P. J. McCumber, W. E. Purcell, S. H. Sny- 
der, R. H. Hankinson, W. S. Lamier, N. Davis, jr., J. P. Taylor, 
F. J. Smith, James Ross. 

ROBERTS.—W. V. Laird, F. A. Countryman, A. H. Inger- 
soll, Thomas J. Cross, William McCusick, Edwin Cross. 

ROULETTE.—H. Ellekson, M. Munson, J. L. Harvey, John 
Johnson, 8. A. Nye. 

SANBORN. —G. S. Naye, J. W. Carpenter, J. W. Andrews, 
P. Nelson, Swad Olson. 

SARGENT.—Isaac Lincoln, Scott Buchanan, Fred. Runkle, 
Jobn Dyste, A. P. Pierce, F. W. Nicholson, E. H. Barton. 

SPINK.—George A. Williams, J. B. Speers, S. R. Stanton, 
C. H. Smith, R. J. Henderson, E. W. Randall, J. J. MeCaughy, 
G. A. Brownell, E. W. Stebbins, F. A. Rowe, J. B. Lee, J. W. 
Ward, John James. 
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STANTON.—James O'Brien, T. S. Smith, A. Hogenson, 
Thomas Challmer; John H. Heyde, Ed. Manley, Henry Fahl. 

ST ARK.—James Collister, H. S..Whitley. 

STEELE.—Andrew Kinley, M. A. Race, A. P. Warner, E. 
B. Van Winkle, William Orsy, Andrew King. 

STUTSMAN.—W. J. Goodrich, Nicholas Mueller, Roderick: 
Rose, John A. Dale, D. W. Tenbrick, Andrew Blath. 

TOWNER.—A. B. McDonald, J. W. Hardy, dÉ Dee E. 
— E. Sibley, P. A. Gunseith. 

TRAILL.—A. H. Morgan, A. L. Hasen O. C. Sarles, John 
Degnot, John Cermody, C. W. Morgan, C; F. Maxfield, , Martin 
Johnson, A. O. Anderson, A. W. Ellis. ` 

TURNER. 2s F. A. Kion, S. Tjader, H. Bure, Fand Sam- 
pica, O. H: Young, A. P. Murray, August Frolding. 

VILLARD.—R. H. Copeland, John A. Wilson. 

WALWORTH.—T. G. Orr, M. H. Kingman, C. D. Smith, 
John L: Wagener, W. C. Brown, Louis Anderson, H. P. Han- 
kins. 

WARD.—A. D. Morris, C. As Gregory, L W.. Welcome, 
John Bonholzoi, James J. Myron, Henry Stevenson, John Ido.: 

WALSH.—W. J. Hughes, J. L. Cosbelt, J. H. Harlan, T. E. 
‘Clark, J. Turnoe, D. C. Moore. 

YANKTON.—L. D. Palmer, Otto Poemiller, John T. Sar- 
gent, D. W. Maratta, Highes East, Henry. E. Buell, Robert 
Sneider, Christ. Hameister, Fred. Neth, J. H. Belmont, Paul C. 
Hamaen, J. J. Fullen. 

The Convention then arose, and remained standing, while Rev. 
Orr Lawson, D. D., Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Aberdeen, Dakota, invoked divine blessing. as follows: 

“ Lord, our Heavenly Father, accept our thanks, we beseech 
thee, this day, for all thy blessings vouchsafed unto us, thy 
children. We thank the for that measure of health, of temporal 
prosperity, of peace, and of happiness, which we are permitted 
to enjoy. "We thank thee that we are-permitted to-day to assem- 
ble ourselves together in peace, and in conference, to deliberate 
together touching matters of great interest to us. We praise 
thee, oh Lord, that we have been permitted to come from our 
several homes and places of abode, without accident or harm to 
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any of us, and we now as free men, enjoying the unspeak- 
able blessings of-liberty which thou has vouchsafed to our fathers, 
exercise our privilege to confer one with another on these im- 
portant matters. And now we ask thy blessing upon us in this the 
hour of our deliberations. As we look up to thee, oh God, our 
Heavenly Father, and ask thee to guide and direct and lead us, 
and bring to right issues every matter which shall come before 
us. We'pray for thy blessing upon us individually, and upon 
the different parts of this Territory which we here represent, and 
upon the whole Territory. And, Lord, bless our adopted home; 
bless the Territory of Dakota; grant unto it prosperity and an 
enlargement and increase of years and moral excellence, and 
righteousness and the fear of thee Lord, that in all things we may 
more and more improve the privileges and advantages which thou 
has vouchsafed us. And, oh Lord, be with this Convention in 
its deliberations. Bless and direct whomsoever they shall choose 
to preside over them; give him a sound mind and brotherly 
kindness, and all those qualities of mind and heart which shall 
enable him to lead this assembly to right and proper conclusions 
according to its judgment and will Oh Lord, bless those who 
may be associated with him in his official position, and bless 
every member of the Convention. And do thou grant unto 
them, oh Lord, great wisdom; guide and direct them so that 
great good shall come out of all they may do here to-day. 

And now, oh Lord, be with us, and hear our prayer, and for- 
give our sins; and in all that we do for our temporal welfare may 
we still be serying thee, Lord, and gaining an inheritance in the 
kingdom which is to come. And we shall give the praise to thee 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

Mr. Jounson: “I have been requested to place in nomination, 
as temporary organization of this Convention, the following- 
named gentlemen: For temporary chairman, Mr. H. C. Preston, 
of Davison county; for temporary secretaries, B. F. Spaulding, 
of Cass county; Dr. F. N. Burdick, of Olay- county; W. R. 
Kellog, of Stutsman county, and W. W. Goddard, of Minnehaha 
county.” 

The gentlemen so nominated were unanimously elected by the 
Convention. ` 


$ 
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.The Chair then appointed Mr. C. H. Winsor, of Minnehaha 
county, and Ex-Governor Pennington, of Yankton county, as a 
Committee to escort Mr. Preston to the chair. ` 

Mr. Preston was then introduced by Mr. L. G. Johnson, and 
addressed the Convention as follows: . 


Ki 


ADDRESS OF H. C. PRESTON, OF DAVISON COUNTY, 
TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN. 


Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen of this Convention : 
Rest assured that I appreciate the honor conferred upon me 
Lo preside over the deliberations of this Convention as your : 
Temporary Chairman. 

I understand that we are here this day for no special purpose 
of personal aggrandizement. We come here as the representa- 
tives of one hundred thousand homes of this Territory, repre- 
resenting six hundred thousand people, to prepare a memorial to 
present, in proper and becoming manner, our wishes to the Sen- 

" ate and House of Representatives in. Congress assembled, with. a 
view of taking our place in the grand sisterhood of States | 
(applause). 

What we shall do here to-day I am sure will be looked 
upon with much interest, not only by our own people but from 
the people of this great Northwest, by those who have control 
of our National affairs at Washington, and from our old friends 
and. neighbors in the East, whom sometime ago we bid good-bye 
io come here to build up for ourselves our homes and future 
prosperity in this Western land. 

We want to say to Congress—not in a dictative manner ; not 
in any manner of command—but we want to simply petition 
Congress and show them, by a truthful, candid, and convincing . 
argument, that we have all the requisites for immediate State- 
hood, and, therefore, feel the moral right to ask at its hands to 
consider our merits, that we may become ` one of the States of 
the Union. | 

We are not here, I am sure, with any vindictive feelings. I 
believe that this Convention will be able to aecomplish its pur- 
pose with a much better and more friendly and harmonious feel- 
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ing if, by our acts to-day, we show to Congress a Convention 
marked by merit and proper action; that the people of this Con- 
vention are not vindictive and ETS ; but that they are in 
earnest. 

We want to say to Osteen we have all the requisites for 
Statehood; we can show to her our four thousand miles of rail- 
roads traversing this vast domain from east to west and north to 
south; tell Congress that we have here four thousand public 
schools, the best evidence of our prosperity and fnture greatness, 
employing over five thousand school teachers in the instruction 
of our éhildren ; tell Congress that we have by direct taxation 
: alone invested three millions of dollars in permanent school prop- 
erty, that last year alone we raised two million dollars more to 
support these schools; tell Congress that from these prairies we 
have garnered over sixty million bushels of wheat of the erop of 
188^, sufficient to fill the granaries of the world with a quality 
superior to that raised by our fathers that spread the fame of 
Genesee and not even equalled by the Odessa of the Old World. 

Tell them that Dakota has produced over twenty-five millons 
of dollars of gold, sufficient to embellish the commercial indus- 
_ tries of the world, with its mineral resources as yet undeveloped. 

Say to her that over three hundred and fifty newspapers are 
daily and weekly representing our interests, speaking our senti- 
ments and defending our rights. 

Go tell Congress that all this, and much more, we thrust into 
the urn of justice, and humbly ask that she shall consider our 
merits. : 

Gentlemen of the Convention, I hope and trust that what is 
done here to-day may be done, as I have already stated, moder- 
ately and with wisdom such as will be characteristic of the im- 
portance of this oceasion.. We are not here in the interests of 
any party considerations, neither Democratic or Republican, but 
upon a broader plain, we come here as “ Dakotaians." 

I come here as a representative from the south part of the 
Territory. I will state that heretofore I have-been in favor of 
the division of this Territory, and, without raising any issue, be- 
cause it is entirely out of place. I may say that I always have 
been, and now am, a Republican, and if I had it exclusively in my 


t . ! 
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power, for political reasons, I should divide this Territory, and 
see that North and South Dakota werejat once admitted into the 
Union. But Dakota’s interests, which are already suffering, are 
of more significance by far than mere partisan consideration. 
` I have sometime since come to the conclusion that there is no 
prospect for the division of this Territory and the admission of 
the south half, I aim, indeed, grateful to those people of South~_ 
Dakota and all the people who have done so much for the di- 
vision of this Territory, and I give them credit for being honest 
in all their purposes, although they have not accomplished their 
desired end; they have, nevertheless, kept Dakota's greatness be- 
fore the public. But when their efforts fail, when they have done 
all they can do by their own personal efforts, aided by legislative 
pro deir. s has been done, I am indeed forced to admit, 
afer mature de eliberation, that it is useless to insist longer upon 
EE admission. No one will admit but what our busi- 
ness interests are suffering. 

So far as the recent vote upon the question of division is con- 

_ cerned, in my judgment it amounts to nothing. I tell my people 
that if North Dakota was in favor of division, and had so ex- 
pressed herself br "a majority of ber people, then indeed this 
would be a strong argument for division ; .but I-am at aloss to see 
how it can be truly said that because-South Dakota, having as 
she has a large majority of the population of the Territory, can, 
say by her vote alone that we have no use for yout people of the 
North. We outvote you; hence we will dismember you, and we 
will become a State and leave you to remain a Territory without ` 
name or notice. This I cannot believe to be right.. 

I want to say that I believe ten years, nay less, after Congr ess 
shall have. admitted this Territory into the Union as one grand 
glorious State, that no one will raise any objections because we 
are too large (applause). 

I am credibly informed that in the early history of Minnesota 
it was the desire of many that it might be divided, or that its 
boundaries might be differently arranged. I am sure there is 
not a citizen of that grand State to-day that would ask to have 
-one jot or tittle taken from its boundaries. I understand that this 
was equally true of the early history of Wisconsin. 
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I say further that when we have properly gone to Congress 
with our prayer, and she shall have heard our grievances and 
recognized our wants by giving us such legislation as may enable 
us to vote upon a constitution at the next general election, and so 
bring us into the Union, Iam sure of this fact that when we 
are so brought into the Union, that the general Government at 
Washington will have no reason to fear that the great State of 
Dakota will do one act to discredit the fair name of the sister- 
hood of States. 

Let me say to-day that if this country was threatened by foreign 
foes or domestic enemies, there areno people in all this land that 
would protect the folds of that flag more promptly than the peo- 
ple of this grand Territory (applause). 

And when we shall have been admitted in the Union of States, 
and when Dakota shall take her proper place in the galaxy as the 
thirty-ninth child of this American Union, with her star embla- 
. zoned upon this the flag of our native land, the Goddess of Liber- 
ty from her seat on high will smile again upon this land that she 
loves so well, saying blessed are these my jewels, and may she 
never blush to add: “ This one is the centre of the diadem, one 
of the largest, the yougest and the brightest of them 'all, I call 
Dakota" (great applause). 

What is the further pleasure of this Geen 1 

Mr. Frank A. Wilson, of Pombina county, then moved that 
a committee of fifteen members on Credentials be appointed by 
the Chair. 

Motion earried, and the Chair then appointed the following 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS: 


F. G. Wilson, of Pembina county ; William Van Epps, of Min- 
nehaha county; John T. MeChesney, of Brown county; Elias 
Shupe, of Bon Homme county; W. E. Purcell, of Richland 
county; C. J. Alloway, of Grand Forks county; A. W. Edwards, 
of Cass county; F. N. Burdick, of Clay county; S. V. Arnold, 
of Edmunds county; Otto Peemiller, of Yankton county; G. 
W. Haues, of Grant county; A. D. Flemington, of Dickey 
county ` James Rose, of Sargent county ; P. H. Wilson, of Faulk 
county. 
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The Committee on Oredentials then retired. 

Mr. W. E. Dodge, of Cass county, then moved that a com- 
mittee of fifteen on Permanent Organization be appointed by 
the Chair. 

Motion seconded. 

Mr. E. M. O’Brien, of Yankton county, then moved an amend- 
mert to the motion, that the. Committee on Permanent Organi- 
gation consist of the chairman of the delegations represented in 
this Convention. 

Gov. Pennington, of Yankton county: “J desire harmony 
and a dignified and quiet proceeding, and I am going to ask my 
friend and co-delegate, from the. county of Yankton, to with- 
draw his motion to amend, to that we consider the original 
motion as made. The committee proposed by tlie amendment ` 
would be unwieldy, while the appointment by the chair will save 
time and avert dissensions. Let us begin our deliberations in a 
spirit of harmony, and then it seems to me this Convention will 
resolve itself into a kind of brotherly love-feast, so that when 
we go away from here our effort will be crowned with success, | 
and we will be better and happier than otherwise.” 

Mr. O’Brien then withdrew his motion to amend; the original 
motion was unanimously carried. 


The Chair then appointed the following: - 


COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 


W. E. Dodge, of Cass county ; P. J. McCumber, of Richland 
county; W. C.. Grant, of Douglas county; Hughes East, of 
Yankton county; E. Huntington, of Day county; F. A. Gale, 
of Lincoln county; John Russell, of Barnes county; John Ro- 
nayne, of Aurora county ; Geor ge H. Fay, of McIntosh county ; 
A. A. Allen, of Stutsman county ; ; William Thompson, of Bur- 
leigh county ; F. E. Lalley, of Hamlin county; N. B. Wilkinson, 
of LaMoure county; G. A. Gray, of Hand county; F. Dek: 
Griffin, of Walworth county. 

The Chair then announced that the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Permanent Organization requested the members of such 
committee to meet at room 77 of the Sherman House after the 
adjournment of this assembly. 
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Upon motion of Mr. Pennington, of Yankton county, the 
Convention then adjourned to 2.30 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention assembled, and was called to order pursuant to 
adjournment at three o'clock, P. M., by the Chairman. | 

Mr. F. G. Wilson, of Pombina county, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, then submitted the following | 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS, 


which was read and adopted : 

Your Committee on Credentials would respectfully submit that 
they have attended to the duties assigned to them, and beg leave 
to make the following report: 

_ We find the counties represented by the following-named del. 
egates : 

AURORA (12).—John Hauten, R. E. Brown, Joseph James, 
J. ©. Ryan, John W. Ronayne, A. H. Rogers, John Heintz, 
W. H. Robeson, OC. J. Anderson, C. C. Jones, Adam Foss, 
C. Closson. 

BARNES (12).—John Russell, Frank J. Young, Ed. Segfried, 
Herbert Root, D. O’Halley, J. Jeff. Dobbin, John M. Dennett, 
John Simons, H. Winterer, E. Gale, Jr., H. O. Sterl, ©. E. Hoidel. 

BILLINGS (3).—John W. Goodall, B. F. Lamb, William T. 
Dantz. NEE 

BON HOMME (15).— Elias Shupe, John C. Clark, J. Baskin, 
W. J. Grant, Charles Hax, Able Stafford, Frank Clemmens, 
J. Nellis, A. E. Parmenter, Walter Cross, Zeters Brown, Russell 
Andrews, T. Erwin, Joseph Janda, Henry Baisch. 

BROWN (27).—D. L. Bush, C. N. Harris, C. J. C. McLeod, 
J. T. McChesney, M. V. B. Scribner, L. G. Johnson, J. L. 
Brown, C. T. MeOoy, J. C. Simmons, J. A. Houlahan, W. A. 
Moore, A. W. Campbell, F.A. Luse, S. H. Jumper, WO. Hough- 
ton, E. Bonner, H. M. Marple, Kenneth McKenzie, Ed. W. 
Lowe, W. S. Riblett, James Ringrose, H. W. Campbell, Frank 
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Beard, P. Daley, C. M. L. Irwin, E. K. Lodewick, F. B. 
Smith. 

BUFFALO (3). zs ames. Smith, Franklin, P: mS Charles 
F. Ely. 

BURLEIGH (11) "E oseph Tre Wm. EE E. H. 
Brown, Robert McNeider, F. J. Call, John C. Hollenbach, F. 
A. Leavenworth, Deane Hennafin, S. W: Raymond, M. H. 
Jewel, Ed. J. Goodkind. 

DOTTINEAU (3).-—James Cudhil, V. B. Noble, J. W. Ben- 
nett. 

- CAMPBELL (6).—Harry T. Craig, James G: Brady, W. A 
McClarm, Charles Reid, Alexander Campbell. 

CASS (49).—R. E. Fleniug, H. D. Baker, M. W. Greene, 
Martin Ryan, John Daley, N. Schroeder, O. J. Olson, A. Plum- 
mer, À. W. Edwards, W. P. Porterfield, Peter P. Peterson, R. 
S. Tyler, C. P. Amidon, Jacob Lowell, jr., H. M. Kimball, J. 
A. Russell, W. E. Dodge, Wm. O'Neill, John Sullivan, N. B. 
Perkins, P. Odegard, W. H. Becker, H. G. Fish, R. D. Glasgow, 
Frank Longstaff, W. H. H. Mattison, A. E. McIntyre, D. W. 
Marratta, B. E. Spalding, Ira W. Fisher, James Kennedy, J. E. 
Haggard, H. Galloway, H. F. Miller, W. H. Barnett, J. Mac- 
Smith, S. G. More, E. L. Signor, J- D. Benton, J: W. Von 
Nieda, C. D. Whitehouse, 8. G. Dubois 

CHARLES MIX (3) MN B. Reynolds, E. R. Pennypacker, 
J. M. Cook, N. H. Reynolds, Foster T. Wheeler, O. F. Hall, 
Geo. Adolph, Benjamin Langlois. ` ` 

CLARK (10).—M. W. Stanker, O. E. Sautell, G. W. Gregory, 
W. N. Boles, Isaac Landers, Carl Jackson, C. N. Mallorky, J. N. 
Buttrick, J. Bancher, N. Curtis. 

CLAY (13).—F. N. Burdick, D. N. timan Ed. Gardner, Sivert 
Johnson, Wm. Sprague, James DeVine, Fred. Moody, J. Kimball, 
F. Taylor, Erick Strandberg, Nils Hanson, Nels Paulson, Hans 
Paulson. ` 

CODINGTON (11). —H. S. Parks, M. W. Sheafe, J. C. Carle, . 
S. H. Van Buskirk, Arthur Parrott, C. X. Seward, Thomas Fay, ' 
D. M, Richardson, J. G. Lester, J. C. Mulholland, George C. 
Jones. T 

. CUSTER (4). --H. G. "Churchill, A. D. Riehardson, F. F. Me 
Mahon, Henry L. Hart. 
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DAVISON (12).—H. C. Preston, F. H. Hammer, John D. 
Lawler, S. F. Goodykountz, M. H. Rowley, John D. Wood, R, 
M. McBride, J. M. Adams, J. K. Smith, H. ©.. Green, R. F. 
Allerton. 


DAY (12).—J. A. Lee, C. H. Sheldon, T. M. Loomis, G. L. 


Sharretts, M. Rexford, S. O. Trescott, John Vix, J. L. Harris, . 


W. Jones, T. Goodwin, F. Murphy, E. Huntington. 

DEUEL (10).—4. E. Boyer, B. A. Wade, S. N. Gray, N. M. 
Wade, J. R. Fougar, G. W. Baillet, J. H. Baille t, H. A. Stur- 
ger, 5. A. Goeffert, R. H. Guernsey. 

DOUGLAS (10).—W. C. Grant, W. A. Sherwin, E. S. En- 
sign, J. W. Fiscus, John A. Burns, C. H. Hockerman, T. Salli- 
van, W. C. Wheeler, Harry Henderson, Charles, H. Hunter. 

DICKEY (10).—Alexander Flemington, Benjamin Porter, J. 
II. Isham, Henry Dickie, J. P. Moulton, E. P. Causer, Wm. H. 
Rowe, W. H. Ellis, F. G. Horton, G. W. McDonald. 

EDMUNDS (6).—H. H. Potter, F. A. Stanford, Chester L. 
Pratt, L. F. Bowlee, S. V. Arnold, "Bs on Ripley. 

EMMONS (3). SR Blake, E. T. Horrick, W. W. Good- 
win. 

FAULK (6).—F. P. Smith, P. M. Wilson, L. M. Sprowls, J. 
C. Booth, 8. D. Griffin, David Bryden. 

FOSTER (3).—J. T. Faulkner, S. W. Smith, J. D. Cochburn. 

GRAND FORKS (41).—John H. Hill, J. S. Eshelman, H. 
S. Whitehead, Alex. Griggs, Geo. B. Clifford, A. W. Hangs, P. 
J. McLaughlin, Willis A. Joy, Chas. E. Rand, J. G. Hamilton, 
J. B. Mooney, Jos. A. Barlow, Richard Bennett, John H. Coch- 
rane, Daniel Fyfe, E. O. Cain, Jas. R.-Barry, William O'Mul- 
cahy, August Barlow, M. S. Donaher, Geo. Lashalle, Peter Fyfe, 
George Saulsbury, John J. O'Leary, A. "5 Brooks, W. J. Do- 
heny, Geo. F. Shutt, P. B. Hill, R. H. Sherman, J. C. Goudy, 
C. B. Pratt, M. Cosjuff, 8. 8. Titus, James: Clark, C.J. Allo- 
way, Thomas Leaky, John Bjorge, Thomas- S. Pyg Patrick 
Bogan, James Murphy, James A. Rose. 

GRANT (13).—F. A. Eldridge, W. B. Saunders, H. J. Clos- 
ser, Wiliam Graham, Charles Raqua, Bion E. Dodge, E. E. 
Glomsted, Henry S. Volkmar, George W. Hawes, William Shaw, | 
B. P. Murphy, P. B. Brennan, J. P. Bradford. 
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HAMLIN (7).—James O. Wangham, O. C. Swift, Jacob Cass, 
Thomas Ward, Benj. Harvey, —— G. Springen, F. E. Lally. . 
.. HAND (14).—G. A. Gray, D. D. Borich, H. W. Dennison, J.. 
H. Bowman, S. H. Borich, John Duthie, Joseph Mueller, O. Sado- 
ris, O. E. Smith, T. N. Wilkins, Henry Miller, J. B. Cap, James 
Jackson, Thomas Ryan. B 
HANSON (7).—Benjamin Barg, Frank Taylor, Daniel Gawn, 
H. J. Simpson, George Donn, James Turley, J..C. Bard. ` 
HETTINGER (2).—A. L. Ayers, C. C. Hood. 
HUGHES (11).—James S. Bussard, Chas. E. Alsop, Edmund 
Loche, G. R. Adams, C. A. Smith, R. F. Loche, H. W. Hollom- 
bach, C. W. Richardson, Gottob Gerger, L. S. Bullard, Andrew 


. Lewis. 


-JERAULD (7).—John: SE James B. Dalton, L. Krusse, 
Joseph Steichen, Ole Knutson, John Shapman, Alex. Lidebach. 

LaMOURE (5). —H. S. Deesem, A. E. Franks, A. J. Loek- ` 
man, N. B. Wilkinson, George W. Brown.. 

LAWRENCE (21).—Granville G. Bennett, Daniel McLaugh- 
lin, Huger McKenzie, T. L. Kiemer, W. A. Rinehart, John D. 
Hale, F. D. Edwards, Thomas H. Russell, James Gonzette, John 
R. Wilsoù, N. W. Bradley, P. E. Sparks, Porter Warner, John 
R. Whitesides, S. P. Ramous, A. W. Hastie, W. E. Church, 
John P. Belding, James ‘Carney, W. R. Steele, L. W. Valentine. 

LINCOLN (15).—F. A. Gale, R. H. Hichborn, D. H, Kean, 
N. ©. Nash, John Falde, Jere Gehon, O. D. Hinkley, T. W. 
Smelker, Chas. Hobson, William Walter, Henry Frinkman, F. 
A. Leavitt, Henry Frank, Austin Olson, A. A. Friesman. S 
^. MoCOOK (11).—W. T. Diefendorf, G. Nugent, C. M. Swan, 
W. J. Nolan, Peter Homer, C. L. Marsh, Fred. Schrim, I. .C. 
Larson, M. Ware. 

McINTOSH (3). emm H. Fay, J. W. Kenagy, T. J. La- 
monyon. 

McLEAN (3) Daal Sullivan, W. E. Young, H. E. Smith. 

McPHERSON (5).—Frank Gault, W. W. Cornwall, J. H. 
Mason, S. P. Howell, Charles Pleffer. 

MARSHALL (6). SÉ E. Grimm, Richard Ryse, C. P. Os- 
good, John Fletcher, P. F. Hibbard, H. F. Plasted. . 

MINNEHAHA (27).—E. G. Wright, A. C. Phillips, Wm. 


Ki 
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VanEpps, W. H. Windsor, W. H. Stoddard, F. G. Smith, C. H. 
Wynn, W. W. Goddard, W. J. Skillman, N. S. Johnson, S. O. 
Nordvold, W. L. Dow, John McKee, W. H. Corson, J. L. 
Thompson, W. D. Stites, John Naughton, John Murry, Major 
Fullenwider, George E. Phelps, John S. Lewis, Frederic Gar- 
diner, W. J. Carey, W. L. Briley, John Thompson, Arthur 
Jones, C. 8. Gifford. 

MOODY (11).—George Rice, Benedict Miller, T. E. Spauld- 
ing, Ralph Smith, F. W. Bimeaires, A. P. Allen, B. Iverson, 
R. N. Smith, Ole J. Aaker, F. A. Spafford, H. W. Williamson. 

MORTON (12).—Francis Greene, George W. Harmon, J. J. 
Luck, H. S. Parkin, Ira D. Bellows, B. W. Shaw, H. W. Coe, 
D. S. Foust, H. F. Eideman, Max Schaltze, H. R. Lyon, J. E. 
Campbell. 

PEMBINA (23).—Abner French, W. E. Beach, J. Bechtal, 
J. Wells, D. Menzie, Robt. Richardson, F. A. Wilson, R. Mc- 
Goner, J. Bapstie, Robert Ferguson, A. Gasto Thomas Whelan, 
S. L. Haight, Dr. Donnavan, H. Kraats, C. E. Jackson, T. J. 
Lennon, James Langton, J. R. Winn, G. S. Hager, J. M. O’Con: 
nor, W. D. Best, W. W. Miller. 

PENNINGTON (7).—P. B. McCarthy, O. L. Cooper, Ly- 
man Lamb, R. B. Hughes, W. H. Mitchell, G. W. Barrows, G.. 
Schnasse. 

POTTER (7).—H. T. Meachem, I. J. Eales, T. J. Smith, J. 
W. Roby, O. W. Schoufelt, Henry Metz, James Tuttle. 

RANSOM (10).—P. H. Rouke, D. W. Gammons, C. Hertig, 
C. E. Johnson, C. C. Baldwin, R. S. Adams, R. S. McWilliams, ` 
J. J. Rodger, C. D. Austin. 

ROLETTE (5).—W. H. Makee, P. Forrest, dios. Fasset, 
James Cavanaugh, W. S. Morden. 

RICHLAND (19).—W. E. Purcell, P. J. McCumber, George 
P. Garrad, M. H. Morrill, J. R. Buxton, George D. Swaine, R. 
N. Ink, H. ON Myhra, F. J. Smith, A. Slotten, S. H. Snyder, 
W. S. Laudor, Red Falley, Dr. Rino, John. McMillan, John 
Nelson, P. Majnussen, C. H. Perry, Frank Gray. 

SANBORN (8).—B. A. Moses, C. Carr, J. S. Carpenter, B. 
McGlynley, J. W. Evans, G. 8. Nave, J. W. Andrews, P. Nel- 
son. 
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SARGENT (8).—A. F. Price, R. Holding, James Ross, L. 
Johnson, T. W. Nicholson, J. H. Dyste, Fred. Runkle, C. C. 
Newman. 

SPINK (21).—R. W. Towen, H. F. Buntes J. G. Mitchell, 
N. P. Bromley, T. W. Child, H. L. Henry, F. T. Noyes, W. C. 
Kiser, S. J. Brown, Roy Pockham, H. N. Daves, A. Hutchin- 
son, J. Simmons, D. W. Cole, Andrew Mark, J. W. Akers, Pat- 
rick Neilan, James Patterson, E. T. Twornbly, E. Stanton. 

SULLY (6).—B. P. Hoover, W. D. Dwyer, James Dawson, 
. Hiram Fisk, J. H. Blatchford, Charles Baxter. 

STUTSMAN (12).—Albert A. Allen, Jesse A. Frye, J. W. 
Goodwin, Sanford Morrison, E. S. Miller, Andrew Blewett, J. 
W. Sheridan, Samuel L. Glospell, John A. Dole, Torry Glaus, 
Jr., W. R. Kellog F. J. Swellenbach. 

STEELE (7).—R. H. Simpson, D. P. Baldwin, K. N. Bruns- 
dale, C. J. Huntley, S. L. Wilcox, G. A. Luce, R. W. Berry. 

TRAILL L (17).—O. C. Sarles, A. H. Morgan, John DeGroat, 
J. F. Selby, John Carmody, E. N. Falk, Asa Sargent, Alvin 
Broggs, A. B. Larisee, F. W. Ames, Ingabert Larson, C. A. 
Narsted, B. F. Lavalley, O. B. Olson, John Lerum, T. H. Woldy, 
Budd Reeve. 

WALWORTH (5).—W. B. Burr, C. K. Stableon, B. F. 
Pratten, F. D. Griffin, A. S. Taylor. 

WELLS (2).—C. T. Brown, J. W. Goodrich. 

YANKTON (19).—John L. ‘Pennington, Hughes East, Ch. 
Hameister, Otto Peemiller, Paul Haman, Chas. Wallbaum, C. 
F. Lange, E. H. O’Brien, J. B. VanVelsor, Philip Albrecht, 
George B. Hoffman, Olo Pederson, Phil. K. Faulk, James Roane, 
James Fitzgerald, J. W. Schneider, Patrick MeGilliek, John 
Noonan, J. T. Sargent. 

Pending the consideration of the report of the Committee on 
Credentials, Mr. L. G. Johnson, of one county, presented the 
following 


LETTER. 
Derapwoop, Daxora, December 12, 1887. 


Drar Sir: I herewith enclose. clipping from one of our city 
papers giving the proceedings of our Convention held here on the 
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10th inst., with list of delegates chosen to represent this (Law- 
rence) county in the Aberdeen Statehood Convention. As one 
of the delegates named, I deeply regret that I cannot be present 
to participate in the important deliberations of that body, which 
I trust may be harmonious, and which must be far-reaching in 
their results for good. This being an inclement season of the 
year and the journey a long one and somewhat tedious, it may be 
that our county will not be represented, but we are reconciled to 
our personal disappointment by the feeling of assurance that the 
work of the Convention will be wisely and well done without our 
presence. But we are not willing to be thought careless or in- 
different as to this most important and opportune movement. 
The resolutions which I have the honor to herewith transmit, ex- 
press the feeling and sentiment of the people of this county and 
of the entire Black Hills; and whatever measures your Conven- 
tion may prudently devise and wisely inaugurate, look to the pas- 
sage by Congress of an enabling, act for the whole Territory, pre- 
‘liminary to admission into the Union, will receive our cordial, 
active and sincere support. 

All efforts for admission heretofore made have originated in 
and included only a portion of the Territory, and have rested on 
the question of division, have been fruitful of discord and dissen- 
- sion and ended in miserable disappointment and failure, until the 
people are satisfied that, through that gate, they can never enter 
Statehood, and are now convinced that it is best they should not. 
Now, for the first time, Dakota, not divided, but united in all 
her grand proportions and grander possibilities, stands at the 
door and knocks, and not with insolent arrogance demanding, but 
with lofty and dignified patriotism, and strong in the conscious- 
ness of her right, asks that it opén to her. She presents her popu- 
lation of 600,000, her broad acres of cultivated land, her mines 
of precious metals yielding annually $4,000,000, her commerce, 
her banks, her railroads, her cities and villages, her thousands of 
peaceful and happy homes, her common schools, her colleges and 
universities, her asylums and penal institutions, her churches, 
general intelligenee, obedience to law, and unswerving loyalty to 
the flag and Constitution of our common country, in all of which 
she stands far in advance of any former candidate for the honors 
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of Statehood.” And 80 standing, with all the elements of true 
greatness and permanent prosperity, will she be turned away ? 
Most assuredly not. Then, forgetting the past, with all its local, 
sectional, and personal embitterments, let us stand shoulder to 
shonlder, suffering nothing to swerve us from the one absorbing 
object and purpose, until Dakotà shall takė her place in the sis- 
terhood, the peerless Empire State of the Northwest. 

So united and sọ laboring we > shall very- soon see the desired 
result accomplished. S 


Very respectfully, your obedient Sec 
GRANVILLE G. BENNETT. 


To the President of Statehood Convention, — 
|». Aberdeen, Dakota. 


'L. Johnson, of Brown county, then presented the following 


TELEGRAM. ; 
Cnicaao, Ir. 
To rau CHAIRMAN or THE StaTEHOOD ÜONVENTION, 


Aberdeen, Dakota ; 


I endorse the spirit of your call, as do a PE ge majority of the 
voters of Potter county. 


(Signed) WM. M. SPRINGER. 


Gov. PzxwiNGTON: “As to the letter from my distinguished 
friend, of Lawrence county, | desire, as the Congressman wonld 
say, to adopt that as a part of my speech, and I move that the 
chairman be authorized to name some person present, if anyone 
is prepent who ean do so, to cast, the entire vote of Lawrence 
county." 

The motion was seconded by M. W. Greene, of Cass county, 
and carried. 

The Chair then appointed Gov. Pennington as the person to 
. cast the vote of Lawrence county. 

Upon motion of Gov. Pennington, of Yankton, the report of 
the Committee on Credentials was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. W. E. Dodge, Chairman of the Committee on Permanent 
Organization, fon submitted the following + 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT ORGAN- | 
IZATION. 


* 


Your Committee on Permanent Organization beg leave to 
submit the following: 
Your committee unanimously pr esent the nares of the follow- 


. ing gentlemen to act as permanent chairman and permanent sec- 


retaries: For permanent chairman of this Convention, the Hon. 
George Rice, of Moody county; for permanent secretaries, B. F. 
Spaulding, of Cass county; F. N. Burdick, of Clay county; W. 
R. Kellog, of Stutsman county ; W. W. Goddard, of Minnehaha 
county; N. C. Nash, of Lincoln county, and H. M. Williámson, 
of Moody county. 

Upon the motion of Gov. Pennington that the report of the 
committee on permanent organization be adopted and after being 
seconded, a member from Clay county asked for the roll call. 

Mr. Pennineton. “ For the sake of harmony of feeling and the 
success of this movement I appeal to the generosity of the gen- 
tleman from Clay,and ask him to withdraw his motion, for I sin- 
cerely hope that this Convention will conclude its business with- 
out the necessity of a vote by counties, and that the report of this 
committee will be adopted by acclamation.” 

Whereupon the report of the committee on permanent organi- 
zation was unanimously adopted by the Convention, and the gen- 
tlemen therein named were declared elected. 

The Chair then appointed Mr. W. E. Dodge, of Cass county, 
and Eugene Huntington, of Day county, as a committee to escort 
the permanent chairman to his seat. - 

Mr. George Rice, of Moody county, was then introduced, and 
delivered the following | l 


ADDRESS: 
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of this Convention : 


I thank you for the high honor you have conferred upon me 
in selecting me to act as your permanent Chairman. 

I regard this Convention in many respects as the most 
important gathering that was ever held in the ‘Territory of 
Dakota, it being the first time in the history of the terri- 
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tory, now with something over 600,000 population, that the 
people have asked for self-government, when that question 
has been the most prominent of all other questions.. 
Those who are in any way familiar with the history of the 
settlement of Dakota know that the first settlements were made 
‘in the extreme north and extreme south. ` Ten years ago the 
most sanguine of the friends of Dakota never expected to live to 
see this vast region of central Dakota, almost the garden spot of 
the world, settled as it now is, with railroads running in every di- 
rection. This, gentlemen, is the reason of the movements to- 

ward the admission of Dakota. They, however, have always asked 

for division first. Almost from the time that the Territory of 

Dakota first organized, political conventions, legislative assem- 
——blies, and memorials to Congress for the division of the Territory 
have been made. The first real effort, however, that was made 
to secure the division of the Territory was made in January, 
1882. A mass Convention was held at Sioux Falls, largely at 
tended by representative men. A Committee of over one hun- 
dred men was selected to go to Washington to aid the delegate 
in Congress in securing the division of Dakota and the admission 
of the south half. At that time the politicians of the Territory 
of Dakota, the admission party of the Territory, were in harmony 
with the Administration, and with both Houses of Congress. 
This Committee went to Washington, and they labored with the 
delegate all winter; they were the very friends of the Territory 
of Dakota. They were able to accomplish nothing, however. 
This was upon the very eve of the Presidential election. This 
fact alone is sufficient to convince my mind that if the division of 
Dakota could have been accomplished it would have been ac- 
complished at that time. In 1888 some of the ablest men in the 
Territory, men for whom I have the most profound respect, both as 
for their ability as lawyers and for their patriotisni, said the peo 
ple of Dakota have the right to self-government; the people with- 
in themselves have the right to form a State. A Convention was . 
accordingly called. They met at Huron, and an organization was 
effected and an election was called to elect delegates to a Con- 
stitutional Convention to assemble at .the city of Sioux Falls. 
This Convention assembled, framed a constitution, submitted. it 
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to a vote of the people, and it was adopted by the people. A 
committee proceeded to Washington, asked Congress to pass an 
act authorizing the people to adopt this. constitution and make 
it the constitution of South Dakota, but nothing came of this. 
Afterwards the samé men said the people had the right to form 
a State Government because an act of the Legislature of the Ter- 
ritory calling a Constitutional Convention authorizing this to be 
. held, it will be held under the authority of the law. Let us 
. adopt a Constitution, elect Members of Congress and State offi- 
cers ; in fact let us form a State, leave nothing to be done but 
for the Congress of the United States to touch the spring and 
set the machinery of State in motion. When this is done Con- 
gress cannot deny us admission. Accordingly an act of the Leg- 
islatnre was passed, an election was held and a member of the 
Constitutional Convention elected to this Convention assembled. 
They framed an entire Constitution, and it was submitted and 
adopted by the people. Two Members of the United States 
Senate and one Member of the House of Representatives were 
elected. A Governor and a State Legislature was elected, State 
Judges and other Judges were elected—in fact everything done 
but for Congress to breathe into this move the breath of life. 
But, gentlemen, what has become of the assertions of those 
gentlemen—the statesmen who say that Congress must act, and 
who maintained that we have a right to form a State? We have 
Members of Congress, but they have no vote; we have a Gov- 
ernor and a Legislature, and have had a Legislature assembled 
and a message, but, gentlemen, we have no laws and no vetoes; 
we have Judges, but we have no Courts. In spite of the asser- 
tions of these gentlemen, I say that Dakota is not a State, and 
yet the Government at Washington still lives. Gentlemen, it 
wil not be denied that the American people have the right of 
self-government, but itis a right which they have no power to 
enforce. .But, gentlemen, they have no right to fix the bound- 
aries of our State. The people of other States have an equal 
right with the people of Dakota to say what the boundaries 
of Dakota shall be, If Dakota has the right by herself to divide 
and make two States—and two States are better than one— 
then Dakota his the right within and of herself to divide and 
form four States, and four States are better than two. 
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Gentlemen, allow me one word in regard to the election that. 


. has just been held. ` The friends of division claim that this ques- 
tion of division has been forever settled by a vote that has just 
been taken, and I might say that the friends of admission ds one 
State believe the question has been settled also. Was this voté 
taken? Was it submitted: to the friends of admission as one 
State? Was this election held to convince the people of Dakota 
that two States would be better than one?’ Not by any means. 
The vote. purported, and the intention of the vote, was to show 
to Congress of the United States, that all the people of Dakota 
wanted division.. No campaign was made; no speeches made 
against division. The vote shows that, out of 86 organized coun- 
ties in Dakota, 50 gave a majority against division. If you take 
the vote by voting precincts, you will find: still a greater propor- 
tion against division. The fact is, gentlemen, the ‘majority for 
division came almost entirely from the counties which have been 
receiving the greatest benefit from the taxes paid into the Terri- 
torial Treasury, from the counties that have been receiving $100 
for every dollar of revenue they have paid, while all that region 


of Central Dakota that pays one-third of the taxes of the Terri- . 


tory, and have never received one dollar back, gave a most unani- 
mous vote against the proposition to divide Dakota. Taking the 
vote ontsidé of the towns—taking the vote of the farmers, the 
` men who are the real wealth producers, and real tax-payers, the 
men who have made and who will make Dakota whatever she is, 
the men who have in all times and in all countries been the con- 
servative and’ safe element of our Government, gave, in the last 
election; a large majority against division. I tell you, gentlemen, 


E 


the men who had no selfish motives other than that of good gov- . 


ernment and low taxation gave théir ` ‘votes against division of 
Dakota. | i 

Gentlemen, what is your further dena ? 

Mr. GREEN, of Cass county: I move you that the Chair appoint 
a committee of fifteen members of this Convention to report to 
the Convention names of delegates who shall present this memo- 
rial, drafted by the other Committee, to the Congress of the 
United States, subject to the approval of the Convention.” 

Mr. Burr, of Walworth, moved, as a substitute, that a com- 
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mittee, consisting of the chairman of each county delegation, be 
appointed. 

Mr. Pennineron: * When I made the motion to appoint a com- 
mittee to prepare a memorial to Congress, I hoped they would 
retire and prepare this memorial immediately; as they could not 
get up the memorial instantly, I would ask the gentlemen to 
drop this matter until the chair appoints the Committee on 
Memorial.” ji ' 

The Cuarmman: “If there is no objection the Chair will ap- 
point the Committee on Memorial.” 

The Chair then appointed the following 


COMMITTEE ON MEMORIAL. 


John L..Pennington, or Yankton county; S. F. Goodykountz, 
of Davison. county; Budd Reeve, of Trail county; F. G. 
Wright, of Minnehaha county; Ed. W. Lowe, of Brown county ; 
N. C. Nash, of Lincoln county; J. A. Frye, of Stutsman county; 
W. O. Keyser, of Spink county; W. W. Cornwall, of McPher- 
son county; W. H. Becker, of Cass county ; S. B. VanBuskirk, 
of Codington county; E. P. Smith, of Faulk county; George 
P. Garrod, of Richland county; Harrison J. Mallory, of Dickey 
county ; C. C. Newman, of Sargent county. 

The Chair then announced that the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Memorial desired the members of such Committee to 
immediately meet at the parlors of the Sherman House. 

The discussion upon the motion of the gentleman from Cass 
(Mr. Greene) was then resumed. 

Gentleman from Yankton county: ‘I second the substitute of 
the gentleman from Walworth county, and as an amendment I 
would suggest that the member from each county delegation be 
the Chairman of the county delegations that are represented, as 
they come direct from the people, and are elected by the people.” 

Cmar: “If there. is no objection, the substitute will be con- 
sidered as so amended.” 

Mr. Gopparp, of Minnehaha: “ I move to amend that by making 
that Committee consist of one from each legislative district, in-. 
stead of one from each county, as that would make the Com- 
mittee too large.” 
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This motion was seconded. 
Young, of Barnes county, then called for the previous question. 
The motion for the previous question was then submitted to a 
vote of the Convention and carried. | 
The Chair then announced the question before the Convention 


‘to be as follows: 


-“The gentleman from Cass county moves that a committee of 
fifteen be appointed by the Chair to report the names of a com- 
mittee to present the Memorial of this Convention to Congress. 
The gentleman from Walworth county moves as a substitute to 
that motion that a committee consisting of the chairman of each 


‘county delegation be appointed. The gentleman from Minnehaha ` 


county moves to amend this substitute by making the committee 
consist of one from each legislative district. - The question is 
now upon the adoption of the amendment to the substitution." 
The question upon the motion of the amendment to the sub- 
stitution was then submitted. to a vote to the Convention and lost. 
The Cmar: “The question now before the Convention is upon 


` the adoption of the substitute moved by the gentleman from 


Walworth county ; that this committee consist of the chairman 
of each county delegation.” - | 

The roll-call was then demanded, and the Secretary then called 
the roll and the vote thereon was as follows: 


Counties. ` Aye. Nay. Counties. Aye. Nay. 


Aurora, > 12 Davison, "^ 12 
Barnes, 18 Day, 12 
Bon Homme, ~ 15 Duel,- 10 
Billings, ! 9 Douglas, 10 
Bottineau, 9 Dickey, 3 

Brown, 9T Eddy, .8 

Brule, | 15 Edmunds, T 
Buffalo, 3 a Emmons, 3 
Burleigh, . -11 Faulk, l D. 
Campbell, 6 ) Foster, 3 
Barnes, = 12 Grand Forks, : - 41 
Cass, -> 88 4 Grant, - 18 - 
Charles Mix, . 8 Hamlin  . T 

Clark, ` 10 . Hand, 4 10 
Clay, - 183 Hanson, , T 
Codington, 11 Hettinger, | 1 1 
Custer, | 4 Hughes, - 11 


Counties. Aye. Nay. Counties. Aye. Nay. 
Jorauld, 7 Ransom, . 10 
LaMoure, 5 Richland, 19 
Lawrence, — 91 Sanborn, 8 
Lincoln,, 15 Sargent, i 7 

» McCook, 11 Spink, 21 
McIntosh, 3 Steele, T 
McLean, 3 Stutsman, 2 10 
McPherson, 5 Sully, 6 i 
Marshall, 6 ‘Trail, 17 
Minnehaha, 23 4 Union, 17 
Moody, 11 Walworth, 5 
Morton, 12 Wells, 2 
Pembina, 23 Yankton,» 19 
Pennington, T l "P 
Potter, Y i 306 364 


The substitute of Mr. Burr, of Walworth, was then declared 
lost. | 

The Chair then submitted to a vote of the Convention the orig- 
inal motion that a committee of fifteen be appointed by the Chair 
to report to the, Convention the names of delegates to present 
the Memorial to Congress, which was carried. 
_ E.G. Smith, of Minnehaha county, then moved that the Com- 
mittee be instructed to form the Delegation to go to Washington, 
so that they shall consist of two members from each judicial dis- 
trict and three at large. 

Motion carried. | 

Mr. L. G. Jonssox, of Brown county: * While the Chairman 
is engaged in making up his list of the Committee, I desire 
that the Secretary read this letter from the Hon. Wm. M. 
Springer, of Illinois. 

The Secretary then read the following 


LETTER: 


Hovss or Representatives, U. S., 


. Wasuinerton, D. C., Dec. 6, 1887. 
L. G. Jonnson, EsQ., i 


Aberdeen, Dakota. | 
My Dear Sir: Your letters of the 15th and 24th ultimo 
were duly received ; also the printed copy of a call addressed to 
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the voters of the Territory of Dakota, requesting them to appoint: 


. Delegates, irrespective of political parties, to attend the Conven- 


- tion to be held at the city of Aberdeen, on the 15th of December ; 
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for the purpose of presenting the claims of Dakota for State- 
hood to the Congress of the United States, and to petition for 
her admission into the Union as one State. 

This is the first concerted movement on the part of the people 
of Dakota for single Statehood which has come to my knowledge. 
Heretofore the organized efforts of -your people have been in the 
direction of division-of the Territory into two parts, while indi- 
viduals, partisan localities, and newspapers of the Territory have 
opposed such efforts. -These contending factions among your own 


people have had the inevitable result of preventing affirmative 
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action. whatever by Congress. . Some of your citizens seem to 


entertain the idea that the question of division of the Territory 


is a purely local one, concerning only the people of Dakota. This 
is a great mistake. “The people of every State in the. Union are 
equally interested in this question; and it is no more-a question 
to- be left to the decision of the people of the Territory than 
would be the question of dividing the State of Florida and erect- 
ing two States out of the territory comprised within its present 
limits. The average population of the existing States in the 
Union exceeds 1,400,000. Dakota at this time does not claim to | 
have a.population exceeding 600,000; hence, at present, on the 
ground of population there is no well-founded reason for her in- 
sisting on the forniation of two States out of her present terri- 
tory, or for giving the people within her limits four Senators in 
the Senate of the United States, while the State of Illinois, with 
3,000,000, and the State of New York, with 5,000,000, have but: 
two Senators each. 

Under section 3 of article 4 of the Constitution of the United 
States no new State can be formed or erected within the jurisdic- 
tion of any other State without the consent of the Legislature 
of such State as well as of the Congress. ‘Those who are claim. 


ing for Dakota the right to divide her into two States are claim- 


ing a'greater power for thé Territory than any State in the 
Union has under the Constitution. However, if at any time in 
the future the people of Dakota become so numerous that their 
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material interests will be best subserved by division, the Legisla- 
ture of the State and the Congress of the United States, acting 
in conjunction, can secure such division. Those who are wedded 
to the idea of division may well postpone the realization of their 
hopes until a more convenient season. For I can assure them, 
from my knowledge of public sentiment here, that the division 
of Dakota at this time, and the erection of two States within 
her border, is utterly impossible. 

I have been assailed in some quarters for having opposed the. 
admission of Dakota into the Union. Such criticisms are unjust 
and without foundation. I have earnestly desired, and still de- 
sire, the admission of Dakota into the Union as one State; but 
have opposed, and will continue to oppose, her dismemberment 
while some of her citizens, perhaps interested in localities that 
may be affected by division, may criticise my course at this time ; 
yet I feel assured that hereafter those who have assisted on single 
admission will be regarded as the benefactors of the Territory. 
After Dakota shall have been admitted into the Union, and 
taken her place in the sisterhood of States, the magnitude of her 
domain, the greatness of her resources, and the courage and in- 
domitable pluck of her people will inspire in every citizen a 
just and laudable pride. It will be the boast of the thousands, 
and perhaps millions of our citizens who may hereafter reside 
within your jurisdiction that they are the citizens of a great 
State. And in National Conventions of political parties, in the 

halls of Congress, and in the commercial bodies of the world her 
representatives will be accorded that distinguished position which 
the importance of the State will demand Ihave faith in the 
future of Dakota. She is destined to take her place very soon 
in the galaxy of our States as one of the pum and most 
prosperous in the Union. 

I therefore bid you Godspeed in the work of the Convention 
of the 15th of December, and trust that its labor will result in 
the early admission of Dakota as a State in the Union. 

I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


(Signed) WM. M. SPRINGER. 


$3.99 
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The Chair then appointed the following 


COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF DELEGATES TO 
PRESENT MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 


M. W. Greene, of Cass county ; John D. Lawler, of Davi- 
son county.; C. Sheriden; of Pennington county; W. D. Stites, 
of Minnehaha county; W. A. Moore, of Brown county; 
Charles Hameister, of Yankton county; Daniel Gawne, of 
Hanson county; C. H. Sheldon, of Day county; Jeff. Dob- 
bins, of Barnes county; W. S. Lauder, of Richland county ; 
F. W. Runkle, of Sargent county; A. A. Allen, of Stutsman : 
county; M. H. Jewell, of Burleigh county; Frank A. Wilson, 
of Pembina county; C. J. Alloway, of Grand Forks county. 

Upon motion of Mr. L. G. Johuson, the letter from Hon. Wil. 
liam M. Springer was then ordered spread upon the records of 
the Convention. There were then presented, and the Secretary - 
read, the following 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY LAWRENCE COUNTY 
CONVENTION: 


Whereas, The Territory of Dakota from small beginning has 
grown in strength, wealth, population, ‘and in the varied indus- 
tries of civilization to proportions so great as fairly to entitle her 
to Statehood ; and, as the times are auspicious for her citizens to 
request Congress of the United States—which is charged with 
duty and clothed with the power of admitting new States—to 
hasten that event by an early consideration of the condition of ` 
our people and their strong desire for local self-government—to 
this end we invite publie attention to the general intelligence of 
. the people who have selected homes and cast their lots on the 
' virgin bosom’ of this empire Territory, to their publie and social 
. virtues, to the rapid strides of social industries, the bounteous re- 
wards bestowed on the labor of the husbandman and the miner, 
to the strong financial credit which the Territory has without as 
well as within her borders, and to the good order observed every- 
where within her limits. The local feeling manifest, in times 
past, in certain sections, to arrogate for the inhabitants of a sec- 
tion of the Territory extraordinary political power belonging 
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only to Congress has subsided, and is rapidly dissipating under 
more sober consideration ; 

TserEFoRE, the people of Lawrence county in convention as- 
sembled at Deadwood, declare that they are desirous that our 
form of local government shall be changed to a more stable and 
satisfactory one of a State; and, irrespective of party affilia- 
tions, they respectfully request the National Congress to pass an 
act to enable the people of the Territory to form a State govern- 
ment in the usual and ordinary manner, and that the same pater- 
nal solicitude heretofore evinced,.and the same generous bounty 
that has been extended by Congress towards new States, may 
not be omitted in the enabling act for Dakota. It is therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention desires the early admission as 
a State of the Union of the entire Territory of Dakota, 

Resolved, That this Convention is in full accord with the pur- 
pose of the Convention to be,held at Aberdeen, in this Territory, 
on the 15th inst., to obtain from Congress an enabling act for 
Dakota, at the earliest day practicable. ` 

feesolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, the result 
of the recent election demonstrates that the sentiment of a large 
majority of the people of Dakota is opposed to its division. 

Upon motion the Resolutions of the Lawrence County Con- 
vention were then ordered spread upon the records of this Con- 
vention and made a part of these proceedings. 

Upon motion the Convention then adjourned to 7.30 P. M.. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Convention was called to order by the ‘Chairman at seven 
thirty P. M., pursuant to adjournment. 

Upon motion the credentials of delegations from Rolette and 
Lake counties were received, and the delegates who had just ar- 
rived were admitted to seats in the Convention. 

Gov. Pennington, of Yankton county, “asked leave of the 
^" air and the Convention to report the Memorial prepared and 
adopted: by the committee appointed for that purpose, and will 
remark in connection therewith that the memorial is the unani- 
mous report of the committee. I ask the secretary of the com- 
mittee to read it.” 
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The secretary of the committee then read the following 


. MEMORIAL. 


To the Congress of the United States : 

The people of .Dakvta Territory, assembled in a delegate 
Convention, respectfully represent, that they are desirous of the 
admission of the Territory of Dakota as a State into the. Federal 
Union. We are possessed of the requisite population to entitle 
Dakota to representation in the House of Representatives in 
case of admission. We, therefore, earnestly petition for the 
passage by Congress of an enabling act authorizing the election 
of delegates to a Convention for the purpose of preparing a con- 


stitution, republican i in form, to the end that the constitution so ` 


framed may be submitted to a vote of the people of said Terri- 
tory at the next-general election for ratification, and, if ratified, 
that Dakota Territory be admitted into the Union as the * State 
of Dakota." 

Submitted herewith is the proceedings of the Convention of 
the people of Dakota, held at the city of Aberdeen, Dakota, 
December 15, 1887. To all-of which we earnestly invite your 
attention and pray for a favorable consideration. 

Gov.-Pennington then pr oceeded as follows: 


Ba 


“Tt is not my purpose, on this occasion, to inflict a speech 
upon this Convention, whose work I sincerely trust is nearly ` 


completed. I want to say, however, that after a very considerable 
discussion and free interchange of opinion, among the delegates 
forming this committee of fifteen, it was unanimously agreed to 
submit this report in the plain, concise, straightforward; and 
unmistakable language in which it is clothed. The committee 
knew no north, no south, no east, no west; but in unmistakable 
tones, that cannot be misunderstood, it simply memorializes the 
Congress of the United States for an enabling act, whereby the 
Territory of Dakota may be enabled to call’a Convention and 
frame a. constitution, and march down six hundred thousand 
strong and demand quarters in the father’s house. We do not 
come as beggars,.nor as dictators, with no insolent swaggering 
or irritating conditions; but in the simple language of other 


peoples, who have Forme, and now inhabit, and control other . 
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States, we ask at the hands of the Representatives of the peo- 
ple of the States in Congress assembled the simple consti- 
tutional rights that American citizens occupying a Territory 
have the right to ask and the right to demand. We say 
nothing about one State or two States, for the simple reason that 
when, in the first section, we say, “That the people of Dakota 
Territory, assembled in delegate Convention, respectfull¥ rep- 
resent that they are desirous of admission of the Territory 

of Dakota as a State into the Federal Union," we think we have 
covered the whole ground. We want no quarrel with the friends 
and brethren up North, and we can have no quarrel. with our friends 
and neighbors down South; but this Convention, the largest, 
the most intelligent, and the most respectable I have ever seen 
assembled in' Dakota in fourteen years residence, is the entering: 
wedge and the laying the foundation here to-day of a power that 
will result, in the next one or two years, in writing on the starry 
banner, high above all the others, youngest, though not the least, 

‘Dakota? We want no prefix of North or South. 

* We want this great grand State of the Northwest, a State that 
wil wher its Senators and Representatives také their seats 
in the Congress of the United States, be felt like Néw York and 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Illinois, and Georgia and the 
other great States of the Union. We not only want to prepare 
the way, and plan a system that will insure the success of this 
movement, but we want to go home'to'our constituencies, and, 
after the enabling act shall have been passed, have it adopted 
with the same unanimity that has characterized the proceedings | 
of this Convention. And I canfassure that Yankton county 
will give a majority for the ratification of a constitution, repub- 
lican in'form, which you will make, whereby the Territory of 
Dakota can come into the Union. Down there we are tired of 
living in a political grave-yard. -We are tired of walking among 
political skeletons. ' We long for newer fields and greener pas- 
tures upon the same ground, but would have no ‘division -of the 
farm.’ 

“We blot out here to-day all thatis past referring to a separa- ` 
tion ofour grand inheritance, believing that there is no more 
necessity of referring to it than to the war of the rebellion. As 
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 the-people of the States, after that great struggle, had to come to- : 
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gether and re-cement and re-build up, so the people of North 


Dakota and South Dakota will be all the stronger and nobler . 


after they have buried all past differences and come together as 
one people. I do not want to influence any gentleman's opinion, 
but I should be glad if this Memorial which we have presented 
shall meet the same unanimous.support at the hands of the Con- 
vention that it did at the hands of the committee. It was framed 
and adopted by the committee with the idea and hope that it 
might meet the most extreme views that any gentleman could en- 
tertain, and I will be exceedingly gratified if it shall be the plea- 
sure of the Convention to adopt it in its entirety and with 1 una- 
nimity. 

“Tf so, the other additional ad greater work, and one of the most 
important features of the whole work, will be the selection of 
the committee of gentlemen that you will send to Washington 
to present this Memorial and urge speedy action thereon. - 

* Mr. President, and gentlemen.of the Convention: We are a 
people, every màn of whom reads, thinks and acts. . There is no 
freer people upon God's green earth—a reading, thinking, pushing 
and acting people. Congressmen and Senators have mentioned 
what you, as well as I, know, and many of ‘us know—most of us 
know—that there has been a little too much of Dakota and 
Dakotaians at Washington during the last five or six years. 
Bad impressions have gone out, and I have heard this re- 
peatedly from individual Congressmen, both Republicans and ` 
Democrats. Bad things have been said because too many 
men were down there professing to represent Dakota; wrang- 
ling among themselves and fighting each other. This will be 
the first tithe when men who: compose this committee shall pre- 
sent our Memorial, that a harmonious committee, all working to- 
gether for the accomplishment of one purpose, will have been 
fond at Washington, i in the interests of Dakota. ` The commis- 
sion, accredited by this Convention, and bearing its modest re- 
quest, will go down as one man, all with the same ambitions, 
all with the same earnest desire, all actuated by an ambition to 
achieve the same purpose, simply and solely that Congress may. 
pass at the earliest. day practicable an- enabling act whereby, 
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throughout this broad prairie, in every county from Pembina to 
Union, and taking in our friends in the Black Hills, every county 
can go to work and elect its delegates to a Convention to frame a 
State government which will be a grand inheritance for this great 
people and their posterity. . 

« In conclusion, Mr. President, I will simply say that I present 
this Memorial and ask its adoption, relying upon the magnanimity 
and generosity of this Convention. It is short, it is plain, it is 
simple. 

“A learned and intelligent gentleman in the committee—I will 
not call his name, because they were all learned and intelligént 
gentlemen—thought that we should transmit to Congress some- 
thing about the immense resources of this great possession of ours. 
Why, bless you, every printing press that is whirling to-night 
has advertised to the world that you have six hundred thousand 
people, over four thousand miles of railroad, and that you have 
over one hundred thousand farms and happy homes, and lowing 
cattle, and mines of precious metals—more and better than all 
the other Territories put together, and far in advance of many 
of the States. What more does Congress want to know than 
all this? Every Congressman knows all about our magnificent 
resources and marvellous growth and development—a growth 
and development without a parallel in the history of this or any 
other country. But all -these statistics will be placed before the 
- Territorial Committees of the two Houses by the intelligent gen- 
tlemen you will send down to Washington, and an enabling act 


- for the admission of Dako will follow as a matter of course. 


«T ask the adoption of the memorial.” 

Mr. Lusz, of Brown county: * In accordance with the sug- 
gestion of the Committee on Memorial, that their report be 
unanimously adopted, I move that we adopt it by a rising vote.” 

Motion carried, and report of Committee on Memorial adopted 
unanimously by the Convention. 

Mr. Greene, of Cass county, submitted the following 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF DEL- 
EGATES TO PRESENT MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 


Your Committee beg leave to report the following as the 
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delegates to present the Memorial to: the Congress of the United 
States: Delegates-at-Large, L. G. Johnson, of Brown county ; 
M. L. McCormack, of Grand Forks; and W. S. Dodge, of-Cass 
county. From the Judicial Districts as follows: 

First District: Granville G. Bennett, of Lawrence county, and 
P. B. McCarty, of Pennington county. j 

Second District: John L. Pennington, of Yankton county- 
. and Robert H. McBride, of Davison county. 
Third District: W. E. Purcell, of Richland county, and An, 
thony. Garnett, of Pembina county. , | 
—— Fourth District : C.. H. Winsor, of Minnehaha equity, and. 
F. A. Gale, of Lincoln county. ` 
Fifth District: C. T. McCoy, of Brown county, and J. A. 
Lee, of Day county. 

‘Sixth District: William Thompson, of Burleigh county, and 
J. A. Frye, of Stutsman county. 

It was then moved and seconded that the report of this Com- 
mittee be accepted and adopted. 

Motion carried. - | 

A member from Minnehaha county then moved that the Chair 
appoint a committee of one from each county to act as an Execu- 
tive Committée of this Convention. 

Motion carried. 

The Chair then appointed as such Executive Committee the 
chairman of the delegations from each county, with the excep- 
tion of certain names substituted in the place of such chairmen. 


The following is the 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


J. C. Ryan, of Aurora county; A. J. Dobbins, of Barnes 
county ; John T. Clark, of Bon Homme county; H. S. Willard, 
of Billings county ; H. C. Green, of Bottineau county; A. W. 
Campbell, of Brown county ; P. H. Wilson, of Buffalo county ; 
Dennis Hannafin, of Burleigh county; H. T. .Craig, of 
Campbell county; John Bidlake, of Cavalier county;. M. W. 
Green, of Cass county ; O. F. Hall, of Charles Mix county ; 
Charles J ackson, of Clarke county; F. N. Burdick, of Olay 
county; D. T. Bramble, of Codington county; H. Č. Church- 
ill, of Custer county; R. H. McBride, of Davison county ; 
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George L. Shauntz, of Day county; B. A. Wade, of Duel 
county; J. W. Fisk, of Douglas county; A. D. Fleming- 
ton, of Dickey county ; ; J. M. Patch, of Eddy county; 8. V. 
Arnold, of Edmunds county; E. T. Herrick, of Emmons 
county ; O. Griffin, of Faulk county; Reber McHugh, of Foster 
county; Dr. J. Alloway, of Grand Forks county; Knudt Thomp- 
son, of Griggs county; H. L. Glosser, of Grant county; John 
Hays, of Hamlin county ; J. H. Baldwin, of Hand county; 
Daniel Gawn, of Hanson county; H. M. Bruce, of Hettinger- 
county; CO. W. Richardson, of Hughes county ; John Steiner, 
‘of Jerauld county; M. Harcourt, of Kidder county; John B. 
Wilson, of Lawrence county; H. B. Wilkinson; of La Moure 
county; B. Keene, of Lincoln county; George A. Prime, of 
Logan county; W. P. Deifendorf, of McCook county; George 
H. Fay, of McIntosh county; Charles Garrett, of McLean 
county; J. Gault, of McPherson county; Thomas McGrath, 
of Mercer county; J. E. Dyer, of Marshall county; E. G. 
Wright, of Minnehaha county; H. M. Williamson, of Moody 
county; dJ. J. Luck, of Norton eounty; John Day, of Oh- 
ver county; F. A. Wilson, of Pembina county; P. T. Mc 
Carthy, of Pennington county; T. J. Smith, of Potter county; 
P. H..Rouke, of Ransom county; W. S. Lauder, of Richland 
county; John A. Monroe, of Roberts county; R. A. Moses, 
of Sanborn county; C. C. Newman, of Sargent county; H. L. 
Dickinson, of Stark qounty; E. R. Norris, of Spink county; 
E. J. MeMann, of BUD. Anthony Klaus, of Stutsman 
county; B. P. " Woover, of Sully county; W. Y. Watterle, of 
Turner county; Bud Reeve, of Traille county: W. H. Dickin- 
son, of Towner county; George Freeman, of Union county ; 
J. L. Pope, of Ward county ; D. W. Yorkey, of Walsh county ; 
W. B. Burr, of Walworth county; O. T. Brown, of Wells county; 
Otto Peemiller, of Yankton county. 

. A vote of thanks was then tendered the Chairman and Secre- 
taries of the temporary and permanent organizations of the Con- 
vention for the faithful manner in which. they performed the 
duties of their offices. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned sine die. 


GEORGE RICE, President. 


B. FE. Spatorve, NO Nasu, 
.F. N. BURDIOR, H. M. WLramson, 
W. R. Kxrroe | 
Secretarie. 


A full, true, and correct transcript. EE 


FRANK E. GRANGER, Stenographer. 


